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As we mourn their deaths and pay

tribute to them, perhaps we should re-
call the particular, even paradoxical,
quality of who they were and what
they did: They stood among us, as
members of this community, but they
also stood apart.

As many have noted since their
deaths, both officers were familiar to
those of us who work in the Capitol.
They stood guard in these halls—and so
they stood, literally, among us. And
their lives resembled many of our own
lives; they were husbands, fathers,
sons, and brothers. They took pleasure
from their families and pride in their
work. If but for the sad events on Fri-
day, they might have continued to live
as so many of us do: simply but de-
cently, content to be known and loved
mostly by those closest to them.

But they stood guard in these halls—
and so they also stood apart. They be-
long to that small but remarkable
group of people whose profession re-
quires the willing forfeiture not just of
their time and talent but, if necessary,
of their very lives. Unlike most of us,
their daily work was to offer their life
in the place of another’s. More dra-
matically and compellingly than most
of us, they embodied the qualities that
sustain our democracy: selflessness and
courage. In this, they stood guard over
our democratic tradition.

As individuals and citizens, we are
defined not only by who we stand with,
but by when we choose to stand apart.
I am honored that these men stood
among us everyday and grateful that,
when the critical moment came, they
also freely chose to stand apart. In
tribute, in these halls they guarded, we
stand as one and grieve their deaths.

TRIBUTE TO U.S. CAPITOL POLICE OFFICERS
JACOB CHESTNUT AND JOHN GIBSON

Mr. JOHNSON. Mr. President, I rise
to pay tribute to Capitol Police Offi-
cers Jacob Chestnut and John Gibson
who sacrificed their lives last Friday
safeguarding our nation’s Capitol,
Members of Congress, our staffs and
the thousands of Americans who were
visiting the Capitol on that tragic day.

We are privileged to work in these
hallowed buildings that are central to
the greatest democracy in the world.
We are equally privileged that Officers
Chestnut and Gibson and their col-
leagues are willing to risk their lives
to defend us from harm and keep de-
mocracy alive.

Capitol Police Officers protect more
than 7 million visitors who come to our
Nation’s Capitol every year. Often,
they are the first to welcome these
visitors to our Capitol. I thank all the
officers who secure our grounds and
dedicate their lives to our safety.

Officers Chestnut and Gibson and
their families are in our thoughts and
our prayers, but we also should remem-
ber to pray for the safety of hundreds
of other men and women who protect
us everyday as we do the business of
the American people. This tragedy
should remind all of us that our democ-
racy and our nation’s security are ulti-

mately dependent upon the courage
and commitment of individuals such as
Jacob Chestnut and John Gibson.

TRIBUTE TO U.S. CAPITOL POLICE OFFICERS
JOHN GIBSON AND JACOB CHESTNUT

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, honoring
those who die in the service of others is
a practice as old as life itself. From an-
cient times to the present day, those
who survive pay tribute to those who
have fallen with songs and symbols,
flowers and ceremonies.

And it is a good thing, for it is at
times like these that words often fail
us. Few memorial addresses have out-
lived those who uttered them—not be-
cause of the inadequacy of the speak-
ers, but because of the inadequacy of
words themselves. To quote General
James A. Garfield, who spoke at the
first memorial at Arlington National
Cemetery—where Officers Gibson and
Chestnut will be buried later this
week—‘‘If silence is ever golden, it
must be here beside the graves of men
whose lives were more significant than
speech, and whose death was a poem
the music of which can never be sung.’’

John Gibson and Jacob Chestnut
were such men, as their countless
friends and associates have testified,
and so I add my small tribute to the
hundreds that have already been of-
fered in the hope that it may, in some
small way, console the hearts of those
they leave behind.

Mr. President, long after these men
are laid to their final rest, the memory
of their warmth and their many
kindnesses, their lives and their heroic
sacrifice will live on in the hearts and
minds of all of us—indeed, of all who
visit the soaring symbol of freedom and
democracy they died to defend. From
this day forward it will stand, like a si-
lent sentry, guarding the memory of
their valor and courage.

May the Almighty god who watches
over all of us, comfort and strengthen
their wives and children in the days
ahead, and may He protect all who
place themselves in harm’s way so that
we may enjoy the blessings and bene-
fits of freedom.

Mr. President, I thank the chair and
yield the floor.
f

HONORING THE EMBERSONS ON
THEIR 60TH WEDDING ANNIVER-
SARY

Mr. ASHCROFT. Mr. President, fami-
lies are the cornerstone of America. In-
dividuals from strong families contrib-
ute to the society. In an era when near-
ly half of all couples married today
will see their union dissolve into di-
vorce, I believe it is both instructive
and important to honor those who have
taken the commitment of ‘‘till death
us do part’’ seriously, demonstrating
successfully the timeless principles of
love, honor, and fidelity. These charac-
teristics make our country strong.

For these important reasons, I rise
today to honor Glen and Vera
Emberson, who on July 9, 1998, cele-
brated their 60th wedding anniversary.

Many things have changed in the 60
years this couple has been married, but
the values principles, and commitment
this marriage demonstrates are time-
less. As Mr. and Mrs. Emberson cele-
brate their 60th year together with
family and friends, it will be apparent
that the lasting legacy of this marriage
will be the time, energy, and resources
invested in their children, community,
and church, including their service as
devoted missionaries. My wife, Janet,
and I look forward to the day we can
celebrate a similar milestone.

The Emberson’s exemplify the high-
est commitment to the relentless dedi-
cation and sacrifice. Their commit-
ment to the principles and values of
their marriage deserves to be saluted
and recognized.

f

MESSAGES FROM THE HOUSE
RECEIVED DURING ADJOURNMENT

Under the authority of the order of
the Senate of January 7, 1997, the Sec-
retary of the Senate, on July 27, 1998,
during the adjournment of the Senate
received a message from the House of
Representatives announcing that the
House has agreed to the following con-
current resolution, in which it requests
the concurrence of the Senate:

H. Con. Res. 311. Concurrent resolution
honoring the memory of Detective John Mi-
chael Gibson and Private First Class Jacob
Joseph Chestnut of the United States Capitol
Police for their selfless acts of heroism at
the United States Capitol on July 24, 1998.

f

MESSAGES FROM THE HOUSE

At 10:09 a.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Mr. Hays, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House has passed the
following bill, in which it requests the
concurrence of the Senate:

H.R. 4250. An act to provide new patient
protections under group health plans.

The message also announced that
pursuant to the provisions of section
4021(c) of Public Law 105–33, the Speak-
er appoints the following member of
the part of the House to the National
Bipartisan Commission on the Future
of Medicare to fill the existing vacancy
thereon: Mrs. Colleen Conway-Welch of
Tennessee.

ENROLLED BILL SIGNED

The message also announced the
Speaker has signed the following en-
rolled bill:

H.R. 39, An act to reauthorize the African
Elephant Conservation Act.

The enrolled bill was signed subse-
quently by the President pro tempore
(Mr. THURMOND).

At 5:39 p.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Mr. Hays, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House has passed the
following concurrent resolution, with-
out amendment:

S. Con. Res. 112. Concurrent resolution to
authorize the printing of the eulogies of the
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